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A groundbreaking spiritual conversation that invites you to step beyond the limits of any one
faith into a global spirituality. Long description:The World Wisdom Bible is a global spiritual
conversation about the nature of life and how best to live it. Drawing on ancient and timeless
texts from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, and Taoism, this
compendium of sacred texts juxtaposes seemingly divergent teachings to create a spiritual
collage of wisdom that crosses religious boundaries, and invites the reader to step beyond the
limits of any one faith into a global spirituality. Organized by themes—The Absolute, Justice,
Wisdom, Compassion, Spiritual Practice, Ethical Living, and more—The World Wisdom Bible is
more than an anthology of diverse teachings; it is a new scripture for those who describe
themselves as spiritual independents, spiritual but not religious, and nones. Where
conventional Bibles and scriptures speak to believers of one religion or another, The World
Wisdom Bible speaks to seekers of every faith and none.

"In this beautiful book, Rabbi Rami invites us to step outside of ourselves to taste the truth as
understood by the great religious traditions." �Rabbi Ellen Bernstein, author of Splendor of
Creation, and founder of Shomrei Adamah, Keepers of the Earth"This book is a treasure.
Whatever your spiritual path, The World Wisdom Bible will give you a deeper knowing of the
Truth that weaves through all existence." �Rabbi Stephen Booth-Nadav, Director, Wisdom House
Denver: A Center for Multifaith Engagement and Spiritual Inquiry"The World Wisdom Bible is a
testament of the internal pilgrimage of souls down the ages and around the globe. Here, we too
can find our soul's yearnings mirrored, encouraged, and consoled. It is an invaluable reference
for travelers, a companion for those on the way." �Sr. Jo-Ann Iannotti, OP, Art and Spirituality
Director, Wisdom House Retreat and Conference Center"The World Wisdom Bible is a
treasure whose time has come. Bless you for bringing it into being." �Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor,
author of Leaving Church and Holy Envy (forthcoming)"The World Wisdom Bible touches the
soul and mind of the spiritual seeker who yearns to move beyond doctrine into the grandeur of
divine space." �Sister Rosemarie Greco, DW, Executive Director Wisdom House Retreat and
Conference CenterThe World Wisdom Bible is a multicolored tapestry woven from the vibrant
threads of the world’s spiritual traditions helping us to find universal meaning to guide our
lives." �Ed Bastian, author of Living Fully Dying Well and InterSpiritual Meditation--This text
refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorRami Shapiro, a renowned teacher of
spirituality across faith traditions, is an award-winning storyteller, poet and essayist. He is
author of The Sacred Art of Lovingkindness: Preparing to Practice, Recovery �The Sacred Art:
The Twelve Steps as Spiritual Practice and The Divine Feminine in Biblical Wisdom Literature:
Selections Annotated & Explained (all SkyLight Paths), among other books.Rami Shapiro is
available to speak on the following topics:Writing �The Sacred Art: Beyond the Page to Spiritual
PracticeStop Playing God: 12 Steps as Spiritual PracticeBiblical Wisdom for Post-biblical
Times: An Exploration of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and JobThe Sacred Art of Lovingkindness:
Cultivating Compassion in Daily LifeHasidic Wisdom: An Exploration of Hasidic Storytelling,
Theology and Contemplative PracticeSaints and Sages: Biblical Prophets, Ancient Rabbis and
the Building of a Just World--This text refers to the paperback edition.
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PRAISE FOR THE WORLD WISDOM BIBLEIn this beautiful book, Rabbi Rami invites us to
step outside of ourselves to taste the truth as understood by the great religious traditions.—
Rabbi Ellen Bernstein, author of Splendor of Creation, and founder of Shomrei Adamah,
Keepers of the EarthThis book is a treasure. Whatever your spiritual path, The World Wisdom
Bible will give you a deeper knowing of the Truth that weaves through all existence.—Rabbi
Stephen Booth-Nadav, Director, Wisdom House Denver: A Center for Multifaith Engagement
and Spiritual InquiryThe World Wisdom Bible is a testament of the internal pilgrimage of souls
down the ages and around the globe. Here, we too can find our soul’s yearnings mirrored,
encouraged, and consoled. It is an invaluable reference for travelers, a companion for those on
the way.—Sister Jo-Ann Iannotti, OP, Art and Spirituality Director, Wisdom House Retreat and
Conference CenterThe World Wisdom Bible is a treasure whose time has come.—Rev.
Barbara Brown Taylor, author of Leaving Church and Holy Envy (forthcoming)The World
Wisdom Bible touches the soul and mind of the spiritual seeker who yearns to move beyond
doctrine into the grandeur of divine space.—Sister Rosemarie Greco, DW, Executive Director
Wisdom House Retreat and Conference CenterThe World Wisdom Bible is a multicolored
tapestry woven from the vibrant threads of the world’s spiritual traditions helping us to find
universal meaning to guide our lives.—Ed Bastian, author of Living Fully Dying Well and
InterSpiritual MeditationTHEWORLD WISDOMBIBLEA New Testament for a Global
SpiritualityPresented by the One River FoundationEdited by Rami ShapiroEditor and
Annotator,Perennial Wisdom for the Spiritually IndependentForeword by Mirabai StarrAuthor,
God of Love:A Guide to the Heart of Judaism, Christianity and IslamSkyLight Paths
Publishingan imprint of Turner Publishing CompanyNashville, TennesseeNew York, New
YorkThe World Wisdom Bible:A New Testament for a Global Spirituality2017 Quality Paperback
Edition, First Printing© 2017 by One River FoundationAll rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced or reprinted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publisher.For information regarding permission to reprint
material from this book, please write or fax your request to Turner Publishing, Permissions
Department, at 4507 Charlotte Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee, (615) 255-2665, fax (615)
255-5081, or email your request to submissions@turnerpublishing.com.Library of Congress
Cataloging-in-Publication DataNames: Shapiro, Rami M., editor.Title: The world wisdom bible :
a new testament for a global spirituality / presented by the One River Foundation ; edited by
Rami Shapiro ; editor and annotator, Perennial Wisdom for the Spiritually
Independent.Description: Quality Paperback Edition. | Nashville : Turner Publishing Company,
2017. | Includes bibliographical references.Subjects: LCSH: Sacred books.Classification: LCC
BL70 .W67 2017 | DDC 208/.2--dc23LC record available at10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1Manufactured in
the United States of AmericaCover Design: Thor GoodrichInterior Design: Tim Holtz“If we are
to have peace on earth, our loyalties must become ecumenical rather than sectional. Our
loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this means we must
develop a world perspective.”—Martin Luther King Jr., sermon at Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Atlanta, Georgia, December 25, 1967“Twenty-five hundred years ago it took an exceptional
individual like Diogenes to exclaim, ‘I am not an Athenian or a Greek but a citizen of the world.’
Today we must all be struggling to make those words our own.”—Huston Smith, The Illustrated
World’s Religions: A Guide to Our Wisdom TraditionsTo all those whose loyalty to Truthtakes
them beyond the boundaries of sacred opinion.ContentsForeword, by Mirabai StarrPreface:



What Is The World Wisdom Bible?AcknowledgmentsThe World Wisdom Bible Advisory
CounselA Note on TranslationA Note on GodIntroductionChapter OneUltimate
RealityRecognizing the One That Is AllChapter TwoThe Eternal IUnderstanding God-
ConsciousnessChapter ThreeThe Self or MindAwakening to Your Divine NatureChapter
FourThe Nature of WisdomOvercoming the Illusion of SeparatenessChapter FiveWho Are the
Wise?Identifying the Voices of WisdomChapter SixThe WayDiscovering a Path to
WisdomChapter SevenLiving WiselyDwelling in Wisdom from Day to DayChapter EightDying
WiselyReturning to the OneAppendix OneWarnings from the Dark Side: Scriptures of Hate,
Fear, and ViolenceAppendix TwoThe Eight Points of AgreementAppendix ThreeUniversal
Declaration of Human RightsNotesSages Cited, AnnotatedPrimary Sources,
AnnotatedBibliography and Suggestions for Further ReadingForewordMirabai StarrThis book is
more than a collection of wise words; it is the song of the human heart. It is the cry of the
despairing for solace and of the outraged for justice, and it is a gasp of holy awe. These words
lead us beyond language to the place from which all wisdom arises and to the wholeness that
is our birthright.And who are we, the guests at this great feast? We come from everywhere,
and we find the One wherever we are: inside the sacred spaces of each of the world’s faiths
and out in the wild places of the earth; shoulder to shoulder in the mosque, bending to press
our hearts to the ground in surrender; in the haunting melodies of our ancestors as we call on
the Shekinah to infuse us with her indwelling feminine spirit on Shabbat; in the Communion
bread and wine, which we take in remembrance of the Prince of Peace. We hear the voice of
the One joining with ours when we chant the divine names in Sanskrit and Tibetan, Hebrew
and Latin and Arabic. We feel the breath of the One against our face in the luminous silence of
Zen meditation halls and coursing through our bodies when we pray for healing. We notice that
there is nowhere the One is not—even in utter formlessness, where we recognize that we are
not separate from that which we long for and that we are fundamentally interdependent with all
that is.Rabbi Rami Shapiro and his team have taken great care to comb the scriptures of the
world’s religions for the most potent and relevant teachings for our times. Taoism offers context
for the entire spiritual enterprise in the opening lines of the Tao Te Ching: The Tao that can be
told is not the eternal Tao. Buddhism affirms that there is only one of us, and therefore we are
each responsible for every link in the web of being. Christianity offers us the unconditional
mercy of an incarnational God who permeates the whole of creation with love. Judaism urges
us to demonstrate our love for God in the way we treat each other and care for creation.
Hinduism kindles the fire of devotion for reunification with the Beloved who is no other than our
own true Self. Islam shares the peace that comes with complete submission to the One.I had
the good fortune to come of age in a time and place where I was exposed to the heart of
diverse wisdom traditions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Sufism, mystical Judaism, Christian
mysticism, Native American spirituality—and encouraged to say yes to them all. I was also
taught to wrestle, like our ancestor Jacob-who-became-Israel, with every angel I encountered.
This continual dance of inquiry honed my faculty of discrimination and protected me against
the temptation to build a cage of beliefs and go to sleep there. I learned that to open my heart
to the presence of the sacred wherever I caught a whiff of its fragrance meant cultivating
ferocious courage. Saying yes to love meant saying no to hatred, to racism and sexism, to the
oppression of the marginalized and the comfort of the privileged. It also rendered me incapable
of picking one religion to the exclusion of the others. Becoming a “something” felt like a
violation of my pact to follow the Beloved wherever the Beloved led me.And the Beloved has
taken me to the holy houses of every one of the world’s major religions and to a few of its more
hidden ones. As a professor of religious studies and a translator of the mystics, I have spent



countless hours reading the sacred texts of all faiths and the ecstatic poetry that came through
its mystics. I have glimpsed the same shining thread running throughout the tapestry of our
perennial wisdom legacy and appreciated the diverse ways in which we sing the one song of
the human heart. It has become clear to me that while the world’s religions cannot and must
not be reduced to one truth, their core teachings are unifying; they are all calling us to the truth
of our essential oneness. This unity in diversity is a cause for celebration.The World Wisdom
Bible is an invitation to that celebration. It is a joyful noise, a fertile silence, a prophetic call, a
beautiful fever, a blessed remedy, and the promise of hope for our troubled times. No single
tradition will draw us a map to guide us through the wilderness of the human condition. But
together, all the world’s wisdom ways illuminate a path to lead us home.PrefaceWhat Is The
World Wisdom Bible?Humanity stands at a spiritual crossroads. Turn one way, and we fall
deeper into ignorance, fear, alienation, and chaos. Turn another way, and we lift ourselves up
toward wisdom, love, unity, and peace. There are powerful forces pushing us in each direction,
and there is no guarantee as to which way we will choose. Yet as Rabbi Tarfon taught two
thousand years ago, while “[we] are not obligated to complete the task [of perfecting humanity],
nor are [we] free to abandon it” (Pirke Avot 2:21). The World Wisdom Bible is part of the
process of perfection.In approaching this project, we at the One River Foundation take our
inspiration from the dedicated folks at Gideon International who have been placing Christian
Bibles in hospital and hotel rooms around the world for over one hundred years. Like the
Gideons, we believe ideas matter. We believe that having access to a physical book of spiritual
insight can change lives. We understand that hospitals and hotels are often places of deep
alienation and loneliness where we confront life’s most challenging questions: Who am I?
Where did I come from? Where am I going when I die? How should I live while alive, and why?
We understand that a wise word at such moments can open hearts, change minds, and ignite
the courage to move through the crises of our lives.Where we differ from the Gideons is in
limiting that wise word to the Protestant Bible. Where the Gideons seek to place the New
Testament of the Christian faith in every guest room, we seek to place a new testament of
global spirituality right next to it. Where they hope to expand the reach of one religion, we seek
to spread the perennial wisdom shared by the great saints, sages, and mystics of all religions.
We are not seeking to replace the Gideon Bible but to share the drawer in which it rests.While
The World Wisdom Bible is sold in bookstores and online, our greater goal is to offer free
copies of this book to hospitals, hotels, guest houses, religious institutions, retreat centers, and
other places of spiritual seeking. We invite you to help us achieve this goal by becoming a
Friend of The World Wisdom Bible () and joining our network of donors and distributors who
help us purchase copies in bulk and offer them at no cost to public and private institutions in
their own communities.AcknowledgmentsThe World Wisdom Bible grew out of a blog post by
Rabbi Rami Shapiro in which he imagined an interspiritual alternative to the Gideon Bible one
finds in hotel rooms around the globe. Among those who read the post, Frank Levy responded
and asked how he could help. At the time there was nothing to help with; on the contrary, what
was needed was for someone to take the idea to fruition. It is this task that Frank took on. As
The World Wisdom Bible took on its final form we sought out our friend and teacher Mirabai
Starr to write the Foreword. We wanted a voice as deep and wise as any found in the Bible to
be the opening voice of the Bible. Mirabai thank you so much for your words and
support.Having someone at the helm of The World Wisdom Bible project meant that we had
good chance of pulling this off. But it also meant we needed a “this,” an actual World Wisdom
Bible that could be read and placed in hotel rooms next to its older cousin, the Gideon. Enter
Emily Wichland and SkyLight Paths, a division of Turner Publishing.Emily has edited over a



dozen of Rabbi Rami’s books, and while the Gideon model of sales and distribution was
something neither she nor the good folks at SkyLight Paths had ever tackled before, they
embraced it. Moreover, they provided us with the translations of the texts we needed from their
award-winning SkyLight Illuminations series of classic religious texts. While our hope is to
translate The World Wisdom Bible into dozens of languages over time, having access to these
fine English translations was a huge boost to the project.As the writing and compilation
progressed toward completion, we turned to Aaron Shapiro, a professor of English at Middle
Tennessee State University, to help with the editing and to write its annotated “Sages Cited,
Annotated” and “Primary Sources, Annotated” sections, a task he had done so effectively in
Perennial Wisdom for the Spiritually Independent: Sacred Teachings—Annotated and
Explained (SkyLight Paths), the forerunner and companion to The World Wisdom Bible. We
also reached out to Kabir and Camille Helminski, founders and directors of the Threshold
Society, who gave us permission to draw from Camille’s The Light of Dawn: Daily Readings
from the Holy Qur’an, her excellent translation of Qur’anic verse.The World Wisdom Bible is
part of a larger effort to share the perennial wisdom of the world’s religions that includes online
forums, portals to the great books of human spirituality, and retreats with Rabbi Rami. To
create and maintain a dynamic web presence, we turned to Rev. Claire Goodman, who
understands not only the sacred teachings but also how to market and distribute them in the
digital world.We are most grateful to Frank, Emily, Aaron, Kabir, Camille, and Claire for their
help.Last but certainly not least, we are grateful to our ever-growing network of Friends of The
World Wisdom Bible, who supplied the start-up capital for—and who continue to fund—this
project and to seed copies of The World Wisdom Bible in their communities.Thanks to
everyone who has made The World Wisdom Bible a reality and to those of you who are new to
the project, who find yourselves called to participate as well.The World Wisdom Bible Advisory
CouncilThe role of our advisory council is threefold:1. To suggest texts and teachings from
their respective religious traditions that we can add to The World Wisdom Bible website2. To
promote the importance of The World Wisdom Bible to their constituencies3. To help
brainstorm the future of The World Wisdom Bible project and its ongoing effort to enhance
spiritual literacy and shift religious wisdom from the parochial to the perennialWe are grateful to
the following scholars and clergy for their continuing efforts:Swami AtmarupanandaSheikh
Ossama BahloulDr. Ed BastianRabbi Alexis BerkRabbi Ellen BernsteinRabbi Stephen Booth-
NadavRev. Cynthia BourgeaultSr. Pravrajika BrahmapranaFr. Matthew FoxRev. Claire
GoodmanSr. Rosemarie Greco, DWSheikha Camille HelminskiSheikh Kabir HelminskiSr. Jo-
Ann Iannotti, OPThomas MooreYogacharya O’BrianFr. Gordon PeermanRev. Dan
RosemergyFr. John RunkleMirabai StarrSwami YogatmanandaA Note on TranslationThe texts
of The World Wisdom Bible are drawn from many different sources and bear the mark of many
different translators. All of the texts compiled here reference the source from which they were
taken as well as the names of the translators. Special thanks are due to the many translators of
the SkyLight Illuminations series: Yusuf Ali, Stevan Davies, Ibrahim Gamard, Livia Kohn,
Donald Kraus, Sheryl Kujawa-Holbrook, James Legge, Derek Lin, Ron Miller, Max Müller,
Andrew Philip Smith, and Shri Purohit Swami. Those texts not referencing a specific translator
were translated by Rabbi Rami Shapiro.While all the texts of The World Wisdom Bible speak to
aspects of perennial wisdom, no attempt was made to blend these texts into a unified voice—
with a handful of exceptions. First, we took the liberty of editing the material for gender
neutrality and inclusivity whenever this could be done without confusing the sense of the
original text. These texts are ancient and cannot be expected to reflect the social realities of
our own time. The World Wisdom Bible, however, is a contemporary spiritual testament that



does speak to our time, and because it does, we made changes that aim to eliminate the
inherent male bias reflected in most of these texts. We did this by rendering plural what was
originally singular (changing “he” to “they”) and putting in the second person what was
originally in the third person (changing “he” and “his” to “you” and “your”), as well as by
changing gender-specific nouns, such as “Father,” to non-gendered nouns, such as the “One,”
thus allowing us to broaden the audience of these texts without altering their meaning or
message.Second, we took some liberty with presentation—all translations are presented in
verse format—as well as with punctuation. We are aware of the conventional ways of marking
deletions from texts; however, readability was our key concern. Too many grammatical marks
would be distracting for the reader, and as this is not intended to be an academic work, we
chose to omit them.Finally, some of the diction in the translations has also been altered. Here,
the clarity of the texts was our primary concern, and changes were made to better facilitate the
comprehension of contemporary readers. In all cases, however, great care was taken to
maintain fidelity to the spirit of the original passages. We have, of course, provided a citation
with each excerpt so that readers interested in the original wording can easily find the source
texts.A Note on GodThe World Wisdom Bible speaks of God in three ways: Ultimate Reality,
the Eternal I, and the Self. Each is a different finger pointing toward what the sixth-century-BCE
Chinese philosopher and poet Lao Tzu called the Tao that cannot be named. This is the Truth
beyond any -ism or ideology, dogma or creed, religion or system of belief. This is what Chan
Buddhism calls “suchness,” or tath��A�.Suchness is not mysterious, though it is often wondrous. It
is what is; what the Hebrew Bible calls YHVH—a phrase usually translated as “I am who I am,”
but perhaps better translated as “I will be what I will be”—and as such indicative of the
happening of all happening, the source and substance of being itself as it unfolds in time
(Exodus 3:14). Both awesome and terrifying, it is the ground of all existence, the fountain of
light and dark, good and evil, everything and its opposite (Job 2:10; Isaiah 45:7; Bhagavad Gita
11:7,13). It is what the Pharisees of Jesus’s time called the Place, HaMakom, of all being and
becoming and what the apostle Paul referred to as that in which “we live and move and have
our being” (Acts 17:28). It is the seen and the unseen; the known, the unknown, and the
unknowable. It is the preciousness of this and every moment when we realize that life is, as
Buddha taught, “but a breath,”1 and reality is, as the Hebrew sage Ecclesiastes (Koheleth)
wrote, as impermanent as the morning dew (Ecclesiastes 6:12).When we speak of tath��A� as
Ultimate Reality, we speak of the infinite whole that includes and transcends all finite reality.
When we speak of tath��A� as the Self, we speak of the part that knows itself to be an expression
of this infinite whole, and therefore one with the whole. When we give voice to or listen to (but
never talk about, precisely because, due to its nature, it cannot be spoken about) tath��A� as the
Eternal I, we shift from God as absolute object (Ultimate Reality and Self) to God as pure
Subject that cannot be made into an object of any kind.One way to understand this is to
imagine Ultimate Reality as an infinite ocean, the Self as a wave of that ocean that knows itself
to be one with all other waves and the infinite ocean itself, and the Eternal I as the wetness of
both—that quality that cannot be separate from or limited to ocean or wave, whole or part, but
is the essence of both.For those used to speaking about God as an object to be worshipped,
the God of The World Wisdom Bible can be challenging. We are so used to identifying God
with a name—Brahma, Krishna, Vishnu, Shiva, Kali, YHVH, Allah, Spirit, Mother, among others
—that not having a name or seeing all names as pointing to the same reality can be more than
a little unsettling. But there is no need to abandon your preferred name of God. It is not that
tath��A� is true and Krishna or Christ is false; rather, it is that Krishna and Christ and every other
holy name are gateways to that which is beyond all names, even tath��A�, and beyond naming



itself.In this way we align ourselves with the wisdom of the Hindu Rig Veda that reminded us
some thirty-five hundred years ago, “Truth is one. Different people call it by different
names” (1.164.46). There is no reason to abandon the name to which you have grown
comfortable; simply do not imagine that Truth can be limited to one name or even all names
together.IntroductionThe World Wisdom Bible is rooted in one simple idea: “When you know
the truth, the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). The truth we are talking about is called
perennial wisdom: perennial because it reoccurs in every civilization throughout recorded
human history, and wisdom because it reveals the true nature of life and how best to live it.
What perennial wisdom frees you from is the illusion of otherness that fuels the sense of fear
and alienation that drives so much of our ego-centered lives.In the context of perennial wisdom
and The World Wisdom Bible, truth is that which leads us beyond alienation and isolation to
integration and unity. It is that which leads us beyond fear to love; beyond exploitation of the
other to justice for all; beyond violence and war to cooperation and peace; and beyond the zero-
sum, winner-takes-all worldview of “us against them” to the nonzero, win-win worldview of “all
of us together.” In the context of perennial wisdom and The World Wisdom Bible, truth is that
which collapses the divisions between chosen and not chosen, believer and infidel, saved and
damned, and leads to the understanding that we are all one community of seekers. Finally, in
the context of perennial wisdom and The World Wisdom Bible, truth is that which transcends
the binaries of sacred and profane, heaven and earth, Creator and creation, and allows us to
cultivate an awareness wherein we may encounter every mundane, finite, nameable “this” as a
manifestation of the infinite, ineffable, and divine That of which we are all a part.While bearing
the stamp of the religion and culture in which any given articulation of perennial wisdom arises,
perennial wisdom can be summarized in four points:1. All life arises in and is an expression of
the non-dual Infinite Life that is called by many names: Ultimate Reality, God, Tao, Mother,
Allah, YHVH, Dharmakaya, Brahma, and Great Spirit, among others.2. You contain two ways
of knowing the world: a greater knowing (called Atman, Soul, Self, Spirit, or Mind, along with a
host of other names) that intuitively knows each finite life as a unique manifestation of Infinite
Life, and a lesser knowing (called self, ego, aham, kibr, and the like) that mistakes uniqueness
for separateness and imagines itself apart from rather than a part of Infinite Life.3. Awakening
the Self and knowing the interconnectedness of all life in the singular Life carries with it a
universal ethic calling the awakened to cultivate compassion and justice toward all
beings.4. Awakening your Self and living this ethic is the highest goal you can set for
yourself.The World Wisdom Bible hopes to set you free by sharing with you many texts held
sacred by the world’s religions that articulate perennial wisdom. As such The World Wisdom
Bible is a new testament for a global spirituality. By “new testament” we mean that The World
Wisdom Bible is a contemporary anthology of ancient texts bearing witness to the universality
of perennial wisdom. By “global spirituality” we mean the perennial wisdom itself, a wisdom
discovered by every human community across time and tradition.To be clear, we are not
advocating a global religion, that is, a single religion to replace the many religions of
humankind. We are students of comparative religion and have deep respect for both human
religiosity in general and the specific religions that this innate religiosity creates. Yet we see in
each specific religion a common thread that if highlighted in each faith tradition and held as a
central core belief of all humans, religious and otherwise, can provide the foundation for a new
civility, if not a new civilization.The World Wisdom Bible contains many instances of perennial
wisdom as it appears across a wide range of texts. While we uphold the wisdom of these texts,
we do not affirm their holiness. We lift them out of their respective cultures and those belief
systems that call them sacred. For us they are true, but not holy. They are true because they



give voice to ideas we find intrinsically compelling and illuminating, but not holy because we
make no claim regarding their divine source or sanction. Similarly, we make no claim regarding
the ultimate truth or falsehood of any religion; we are only saying that we find perennial wisdom
insightful and moving regardless of the religion in which we encounter it.Boundary
CrossersGiven this, let us be very clear regarding those for whom this bible was created. Our
audience is not those committed to one tradition or another but rather that growing audience of
spiritual boundary crossers who are open to a broader field of spiritual inquiry that embraces
the entire spectrum of religion.Readers of The World Wisdom Bible are—or will become—
wisdom seekers who refuse to have their search for Truth limited to the truth claims of any one
religion or tribe alone. Instead, they see themselves as heirs to the entirety of human wisdom.
While the print edition of The World Wisdom Bible restricts itself—due to limits of space—to
religious texts from major world religions (those typically included in studies of comparative
religion and of world religious history), our website () expands our search to include not only
other religious traditions but also nonreligious wisdom as well: scientific, literary, artistic, and
more.Religions Are Like LanguagesSome may find it odd that while we claim to respect all
religions, we reject the absolutist truth claims of every religion. If a religion is not true, why
bother with it at all? The answer to this question rests with one’s understanding of religion.
While scholars have debated—and continue to debate—just what religion is, we take a softer
approach and root our understanding of religion in the metaphor of language.Like language,
religion is a way we humans make meaning out of the raw facts of our existence. It is a human
creation reflecting and shaping the civilization from which it comes. Religion, like language, is
neither true nor false. It evolves over time and adapts words and concepts from other religions
and languages. Religion, like language, is the way we humans archive and share experience,
but it is not synonymous with experience: d-o-g does not bark, and g-o-d does not save.Some
religions, like some languages, may be better than others at expressing some things, and there
may be some things you simply cannot say in a given religion or language but can say in a
different religion or language. Just as being born into a mother tongue does not preclude you
from speaking other languages, so being born into a specific religion or no religion at all does
not preclude you from learning the wisdom of any and all religions. And just as the more
languages you know the more nuanced your understanding of life becomes, so the more
religions you know the more nuanced your understanding of Truth becomes.Each Religion
Speaks to a Facet of Your ExperienceTaking our religion–language analogy one step further,
just as each language offers its own sense of reality, so each religion offers its own sense of
the human condition. And just as your sense of reality is broadened by learning multiple
languages, your understanding of the human condition—your condition—is broadened by
learning from the world’s religions.Borrowing from the work of Boston University professor of
religion Stephen Prothero and his marvelous introduction to the world’s religions, God Is Not
One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the World, we believe that each religion focuses on
one existential problem under which humanity suffers, identifies this problem as the existential
problem of humanity, and then sets about to solve it through the unique practices that religion
contains.1 While in no way rejecting Prothero’s position, we expand it a bit.While we agree that
each religion focuses on one existential problem, we suggest that humanity suffers from all of
them, though any given human may be inclined to focus on only a few or even only one. Here
are the problems, presented in no particular order, proposed by the religions from which The
World Wisdom Bible draws its texts and teachings.Reality versus Illusion: HinduismAccording
to Hinduism, the existential problem at the heart of the human condition is ignorance of the
true nature of reality (avidya), which leaves us living in a world of illusion (maya). This is not to



say the world itself is illusory, only that our understanding of it is.A Hindu parable puts it this
way: Imagine you awake in the middle of the night to find a poisonous snake curled at the foot
of your bed. Frozen with fear, you spend the night in terror, praying that nothing will cause the
snake to strike you and, in so doing, kill you. As dawn rises and sunlight floods your bedroom
you realize that the “snake” is, in fact, the belt you neglected to hang up as you prepared for
bed the night before. Immediately fear and terror vanish and you achieve moksha, liberation
from the illusion of the snake and the fear and terror that the illusion elicited.The way to
liberation is through one or more of the four yogas: service to others (Karma), devotion to God
(Bhakti); the study of wisdom (Jnana); and contemplative practice (Raja).Alienation from God:
JudaismThe existential problem that is Judaism’s focus is exile (galut) and the alienation from
God that exile entails. Humanity is meant to live in Paradise, the Garden of Eden, as tillers of
the soil and midwives to nature’s bounty (Genesis 2:15–16), but we were exiled from the
Garden because we ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and fell into the trap of
duality. By eating the apple, we consumed the notion that the world is a collection of opposing
binaries—good versus bad, us versus them—rather than an integrated network of
complementarities—front and back, good and bad, us and them, and all of us together.The
solution to this exile is returning to God (teshuvah) by repairing the world with godliness
(tikkun). The means for return and repair are the 613 spiritual disciplines (mitzvot) of Jewish
practice.Dissatisfaction by Way of Desire: BuddhismBuddhism sees the existential problem of
humanity as a sense of deep and abiding dissatisfaction with life (dukkha) caused by addictive
desire (trishna). Simply put, we want what we cannot have: permanence, immortality, surety,
and security. The more we struggle to attain the unattainable, the more miserable we become
and the more needless suffering we endure.The solution to this dissatisfaction is nirvana, the
cessation of addictive desire and the suffering it creates. The way to accomplish this is the
Eightfold Path—right understanding of the nature of reality, right thought, right speech, right
action, right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, and right concentration—which leads to
the three essentials of Buddhist life: morality (sila), awakening (samadhi), and wisdom
(prajna).Stained by Sin: ChristianityAccording to many denominations of Christianity, the
existential problem at the heart of the human condition is sin, or more specifically original sin.
The Christian insight is that there is something ontologically wrong with us, something we
cannot fix on our own.There is no discipline that will set us right. Only God can fix what is
wrong, and indeed God has done so by incarnating as Jesus and dying on the cross as
ransom for our sin. Within the context of Christianity—or better, the many Christianities that
grow up around this idea—belief in Jesus as Christ and belief in the salvific power of his death
and resurrection is the only way to get ourselves right with God.Falling Prey to Pride:
IslamIslam identifies pride as the existential problem that most threatens human flourishing.
This is because pride—following the desires of our will rather than submitting to the demands
of God’s will (the true meaning of Islam)—keeps us from living the holy life God wishes us to
live.The way of Islam is to submit ourselves to the discipline of the Five Pillars, four of which
are revealed in the Hadith of Gabriel, perhaps the most important of all hadiths. (Hadiths are
reports of the life of the Prophet Muhammad that Muslims consider historical and use as the
basis, along with the Qur’an, for the practical and ethical ideals of Islam.)One day while the
Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) was sitting in the company of others, the Angel
Jibreel (Gabriel) came and asked, “What is Islam?” Muhammad replied, “To worship Allah
alone and none other, to pray five times daily, to offer charity according to the law, and to fast
during the month of Ramadan.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1:2:48)To these four, add the fifth, which is
mentioned in a separate hadith: making pilgrimage to Mecca at least once during our lifetime,



finances permitting.Adherence to these five pillars helps us overcome pride, place our will
secondary to God’s will, and live as God expects and requires.Losing Touch with Our Heart:
ConfucianismFor Confucianism the existential problem we humans face is loss of jen and li.
Jen (pronounced ren) translates as human heartedness: our capacity for goodness, generosity,
love of neighbor, and care for society. Humans are intrinsically capable of jen because we are
born good, but without training in the cultivation of jen we tend to fall into its opposite,
selfishness. Li, ritual or propriety, is the way to live our lives and order our society to promote
jen. Jen and li together create junzi, the superior person, whose actions are always proper and
whose overriding concern is the welfare of others.The way to cultivate jen and li is the
Confucian system of education that focuses on the classics of Chinese literature and building
moral character.Prisoners of Formality: TaoismThe existential problem highlighted in Taoism is
the loss of our intrinsic naturalness. Unlike the Confucian, who believes that our innate
goodness needs to be cultivated through formal moral training and literary education, the
Taoist holds that we are born free, that goodness arises naturally from living that freedom, and
the constraints of formal training and education ensnare us in systems of convention that rob
us of our freedom. The solution is to return to the Tao, the way of nature, and to live in harmony
with it.While the Confucian upholds the ideal of the junzi, the superior person, the Taoist
celebrates the zhenren, the genuine person. To cultivate our innate authenticity, we practice
“sitting and forgetting” (ego-erasing meditation, dropping the self, and resting as the Self),
“fasting of the mind” (freeing oneself of -isms and ideologies), and “free and easy
wandering” (ecstatic journeying in the mountains), all of which foster an alignment with the Tao,
the way of nature.Mi Problemo, Su ProblemoIgnorance, illusion, exile, alienation,
dissatisfaction, sin, pride, loss of goodness, loss of naturalness and authenticity—are any of
these existential problems foreign to you? While it is true that given your personal history, both
nature and nurture, genetic and parental, you may see one or more of these problems as being
uppermost in your life. Still, if you examine your life carefully enough, chances are you will
notice they are all at play, and therefore you can learn from all these religions.This is what
spiritual boundary crossers do: they seek out the wisdom in every tradition, religious and
otherwise. And this is what we suspect you do as well. The World Wisdom Bible is not a
textbook for the study of the world’s religions but rather a compendium of wisdom drawn from
the world’s religions. It is our hope that you will be intrigued enough by the wisdom of these
texts to seek out the complete texts and read them in context of the religions from which they
come. In this way you will become literate not only in the perennial wisdom of world but also in
religion.How The World Wisdom Bible Is OrganizedThe first four chapters of The World
Wisdom Bible are organized around the four Mahavakyas, or Great Teachings of the Hindu
Upanishads: tat tvam asi, God as Ultimate Reality; aham brahm��6Ö’À God as Eternal Subject;
ayam ��FÑ� brahma, God as awakened Self; and prajñ��æ�Ð brahma, God as Wisdom. Chapter 5
lays out the qualities of the wise, those awakened women and men who know God as All in all.
Chapter 6 speaks to the Way, or spiritual path the wise follow and that you may follow as well.
Chapter 7 explores the ethics that arise when you know the interrelatedness of all things in,
with, and as God. Chapter 8 speaks to the way the wise die, that is, how best to surrender to
the ocean who has been waving as you.These chapters are followed by three appendices. The
first, “Warnings from the Dark Side,” contains texts from various scriptures dealing with war,
violence, misogyny, and genocide. These are included not as ideals to be lived but as warnings
to be heeded regarding acts to be avoided. The second appendix contains the Eight Points of
Agreement that grew out of an interspiritual experiment conducted over three decades by
Father Thomas Keating. Father Thomas sought to create a contemporary perennial wisdom



community, and these eight points can help you do the same. The third appendix contains the
United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a concise, clear, and intrinsically true
affirmation of a global ethic perfectly compatible with the ancient texts included in this
testament. While chapter 7 spreads out many teachings on ethical living from many traditions,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights suggests how these might be used in a global
rather than just a personal and interpersonal setting.How to Use This BookWhat you will find in
these pages are selections from a variety of texts held sacred by one or more of the world’s
religions. No attempt is made to link a specific text with a specific religion or the existential
problem on which that religion may focus. Nor do we provide a running commentary to each
text to guide your reading in order that you come to the same conclusion regarding it as we do.
Rather we jumble the texts together as if they were variations on a theme—which we believe
they are—and leave it up to you to discover the wisdom within them.By juxtaposing these texts,
we invite them to dialogue with one another, and by not providing you with an interpretive
guide, we invite you to dialogue with them as well. The Truth is not in the texts but in your
encounter with the texts. The more you read them, the more insight you will glean, but your
reading will always be distinctly yours.When reading The World Wisdom Bible, do not ask what
these texts mean in the context of their respective religions; rather, ask what these texts mean
in the context of your life. We want you to ask how the wisdom of these texts can liberate you
from the parochial for the universal, from the zero-sum worldview you may have been taught
for the nonzero worldview these wisdom teachings promote. This bible invites you to join in an
ancient and ongoing conversation with Truth, a discussion in which we hope you will choose to
engage with an open mind, an open heart, and open arms.The World Wisdom Bible is a
resource to be tapped and not necessarily a book to be read cover to cover or in any specific
sequence. Our hope is that you will turn to it for insight and wisdom and to broaden your sense
of what is true beyond the boundaries of fixed religious traditions. As such, this is a book that
belongs on your nightstand rather than your bookshelf.CHAPTER ONEUltimate
RealityRecognizing the One That Is AllWhen we speak of God as Absolute or Ultimate Reality,
we are not speaking of the Tao that can be named. Nor are we speaking of the God of any
theology or religion. Rather, we mean the eternal and unnameable Tao, the reality beyond all
theologies and systems of belief. While it is commonplace to think of God as a being or even a
supreme being, Ultimate Reality is being itself: not a noun, but a verb; not a person, but a
process; not YHVH, Allah, Jesus, Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, or any other of the named Gods of
human history, but that toward which these names point when they are used to articulate
perennial wisdom rather than a parochial theology.While Ultimate Reality cannot be reduced to
words, it can be hinted at by the classic symbol of the Tao, yin and yang:This symbol
represents all life as the dynamic flow of complementarities: yin goes with yang the way up
goes with down, good goes with evil, back goes with front, and heads goes with tails. While
each side is distinct from the other, you cannot have one without the other, and both are
expressions of a greater wholeness. It is that wholeness that we term the unnameable Tao, the
greater wholeness that is Ultimate Reality.In the teachings that follow, you will find texts using
many names to point toward the Nameless. While in the context of the religions from which
these teachings come one name may be valued above others, in the context of the perennial
wisdom of The World Wisdom Bible they are all synonyms for that which cannot be named.
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Beavo63, “A Must-Read. I've become familiar with the wisdom of Rabbi Shapiro from a
spirituality-oriented magazine. I'm glad I purchased this book. It's extremely well put together
with a great deal of potential insight for all truth seekers. There's no emphasis on any particular
religion... just a presentation of the 'wisdom' underlying all the major thought systems on man's
origin and meaning. Well worth the cost!”

Matthew Weiss, “Belief and acceptance in one volume. Religion is based on belief and
acceptance. Rami Shapiro has gathered excerpts of ancient writings for us to ponder; not to
push an agenda. I applaud his talent. He has an ability to clearly present a variety of beliefs
that are thousands of years old. This variety has some common elements that he enables us to
see for ourselves. Try to accept his wisdom; there is too much rejection in the world today.”

Rick Petersen, “Religion without dogma. I have traveled the world as an airline pilot for thirty
years and am so excited to have found this inspiring bible. We need to accept all major
religions as guides for learning spiritual values, compassion and love for all creation. I will be
purchasing several bibles for relatives and friends. I have almost finished the book and will find
it a very close companion in my journey for a richer more meaningful life.”

Marlene Oaks, “Oneness. I have always loved how at the heights and depths of spiritual
understanding there is agreement across times and places and sects. At our best, we all touch
the hem of the Infinite and find the same Oneness.”

M. Bady, “Interspiritual scripture in one place. I’ve been looking for a devotional that draws from
all the worlds wisdom traditions for a very long time. I was thrilled to find this book. If you are
dedicated to one religious path - then this book may not be for you. This bible is for those who
expand and include all the ways God can be expressed and conceived. Thank you Rabbi
Rami”

Dst, “... for many years and have read many of the great original texts (in English of course). I
have been a student of spirituality for many years and have read many of the great original
texts (in English of course). But this book pulled out key sections that I had missed. Context is
everything and the commonalities of the great traditions is made poignantly clear and
meaningful. A modern day roadmap for the spiritual traveler. The best of the best. As they
themselves are aiming for: the Gideon Bible for a new age of seekers.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Great work. The World Wisdom Bible is the base for a new and
everlasting spirituality, promoting a close relationship of man and woman with their inner



wisdom and the Ultimate Reality. Thank you for compiling and sharing this perennial wisdom.”

Shirley Martin, “Wise Buy!. This book was exactly what I was looking for and difficult to access
so delighted to find it on Amazon. Good price and arrived promptly!”

The book by Allan G. Hunter has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 54 people have provided feedback.
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